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ilie  Sunnis.  The  >liiali*>  do  not  believe  in  saints,  and  follow  die  precept*  of  the 
twelve  instead  of  the  four  Imams.  They  claim  for  their  head  doctors  in  Persia, 
the  Mujtahid a or  religious  superiors,  the  power  of  altering  the  spiritual  aud 
temporal  law  ; the  Sunnis  say  that  the  time  for  change  ceased  with  four  Imams — 
SUafai,  Abu  lUnifah,  Malik  and  liambal.  In  practice  some  sects  of  Shiahs 
differ  from  Sunnis,  chiefly  by  counting  the  mouth  from  the  lading  of  the  old 
moon  and  not  as  the  Sunnis  do  from  the  shining  of  the  new  moon.  They  pray 
thrice  instead  of  five  times  a day,  aud  iu  praying  hold  their  hands  open  by  their 
sides  instead  of  folding  them  below  the  breast.  Except  these  and  a few  other 
particulars,  the  beliefs  and  customs  of  the  rival  sects  are  the  same. 


254.  A pt ' tliar  sect  called  Pirana  has  its  followers  both  among  the  Hi; 

and  Musalmans.  It  has  got  its  name  from  the 
of  Pirana,  ten  miles  south-east  of  Ahmedabadi/,  It  is 
said  that  Imam  Sluth,  a Shiah  Ismalia  Saiyad,  converted  many  Hindus  of  tin • 

K inlu  caste  early  in  tlm  iflth  century  l-y  showing  ihcin  ihe  mlraciilnus  powers 
of  his  faith.  One  story  is  to  the  effect  that  bringing  rain  after  two  seasons  <>t 
scarcity,  Imam  Shah  was  able  to  convert  a large  body  of  Hindu  cultivator*.  An- 
. i her  story  is  that  a hand  of  Hindu  pilgrims,  while  passing  by  Pirana  oiiWfrheir 
way  to  Benares,  were  told  by  Imam  Shah  that,  if  they  would  carefullv  listetNto 
his  doctrines,  they  would  visit  Benares  without  the  trouble  of  going  there.  Some's 
of  the  pilgrims  paid  no  attention  to  what  he  said  aud  went  to  Benares,  Others, 
who  trusted  in  Imam  Shah,  saw  in  a trice  Benares,  bathed  in  the  Gauges  and 
paid  their  vows.  Astonished  with  this  miracle,  they  adopted  Imam  Shah  as  their 
spiritual  head.  Those  who  were  actually  converted  came  to  he  known  as  Mommi 
from  iNom/'n , believers,  while  those  not  actually  converted  but  following  a half- 
Hindu  and  half-Musalman  faitli  came  to  be  known  as  Matin  from  mat,  opinion.  An- 
other group  of  half-converted  Hindus  came  to  be  known  as  Shaikh  or  Shaikh'la. 
The  Mumnas,  Maiias  and  Shaikhs  call  themselves  Tirana  Panthis,  i.  e.,  followors 
of  the  Pirana  sect.  Thev  read  Imam  Shah’s  book  of  religions  rules  in  which 
i the  Atharva  Veda  is  ;iL"  n- -niiminl;  and  as  a prayer  repeat  their  saint’s  name.  All 
bury  their  doad  and  the  .Moinnas  also  perforin  circumcision.  They  keep  Ram- 
zan fast  and  observe  as  holidays  the  urn  a or  saint’s  day.  Besides  Mnsalman  lioli- 
davs,  they  observe  llmMHmuu  holidays  ot  llnli,  Akhatrij,  Divaso,  Balev  and  Divali. 
During  the  last^hildy  or  forty  years,  there  has  been  a tendency  among  the  Matias 
and  SliaijiJ^^To  revert  to  Hinduism.  In  addition  to  the  Mnsalman  nth n cere- 
;iry  call  a Brahman  and  go  through  the  Hindu  marriage  ceremony.  A 
famanandi  Sadhu,  named  Nirmaldas,  preached  to  the  Manas  in  18S0  that  they 
were  originally  Kanbis  and  should  abandon  their  Mnsalman  practices.  Since  then 
some  calling  themselves  Yaislmav  Matias,  separated  themselves  irom  the  rest 
who  were  kuown  as  Pirana  Matias.  In  the  Census  of  lflOl,  137  Matias  returned 
themselves  as  Hindus  and  251  as  Mnsalnians.  In  the  present  Census, all  (401)  the 
Matias  have  returned  themselves  as  Hindus.  No  Hindu  Shaikhs  were  rr- 
inrned  in  1001.  On  the  present  occasion,  51  have  returned  themselves  as  Hindus. 
Shaikhs  who  have  abandoned  the  Pirana  sect  make  Hindu  brow-marks  and 
follow  the  Swnminarayan  seci. 

In  addition  to  the  Moinnas,  Shaikhs  and  Matias,  many  Rabaris,  Sonis  and 
Vanias,  while  worshipping  their  Hindu  gods  aud  continuing  as  Hindus,  worship 
the  Pirana  saints,  and  call  themselves  Pirana  Panthis.  In  1001,  they  were  not 
distinguished  from  the  Musalmans  and  3, Goo  persons  iu  all  were  returned  as 
Mnsalman  followers  of  the  Pirana  sect.  In  the  present  Census,  3,630  Hindus  and 
only  2,102  Musalmans  have  returned  themselves  as  followers  of  this  sect. 


255.  In  addition  to  the  Mu  fa  war  (beadle)  and  the  Mutavalli  (mosque- 
guardian),  Malta  (the  priest),  Khalib  (preacher). 

Priests.  Molvi  (doctor  of  divinity)  and  J\a:i  (civil  judge) 

are  entrusted  with  religious  duties.  Of  these  the  Juufta  is  the  lowest.  Ilis 
duties  are  calling  to  prayers  live  times  a day,  acting  as  Imam  or  leader  of  the 
prayer,  and  where  there  is  no  Mujawar,  keeping  the  mosque  clean.  Besides 
these  duties,  a Mid  hi  acts  as  a schoolmaster  and  dealer  in  charms,  lie  often 
does  not  understand  the  Koran,  but  he.  can  read  it  and  teach  his  pupils  to  spell 
through  it.  As  a dealer  iu  charms,  he  writes  verses  of  the  Koran  to  be  bound 
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round  the  arm,  or  hung  on  the  neck,  io  ward  off  or  cure  disease*  or  lo  ward  off 
evil  spirits  or  the  influence  of  the  evil  <ve  and  dream*.  For  fever,  ho  gives 
a black  su  ing  with  ten  or  fifteen  knots  to  bo  worn  round  he  uo<  k.  Sometimes 
he  reads  verses  from  the  Koran,  breathes  thorn  on  a jar  of  water  and  gives 
the  water  for  the  patient  io  drink.  For  bad  eyes,  In  gi \ • s an  antulet  (tuiciz). 
The  Jlolvi  is  generally  intelligent  and  well-read.  On  ■ ••nain  Occasions,  In  prea- 
ches iu  private  dwellings  a sermon  (wua~)}  on  the  text  • ' a verse  from  the  Koran. 
Sometimes  he  knows  the  whole  Koran  by  heart  and  ha*  me  title  ol  Haii/.  placed 
before  his  name.  A Molvi,  who  follows  the  proles*  I ou  ol  a spiritual  guide, 
spends  several  mouths  of  the  year  in  touring  in  the  villages  where  his  followers 
live.  He  takes  up  his  «|iiarters  in  the  mosque  or  with  the  richest  of  his  dis- 
ciples. Here  he  preaches,  teaches  and  visits  from  lions  to  house,  prescribing 
for  those  who  are  sick.  As  a direr  of  diseases,  he,  like  tbt  Mulla,  write*  the  text 
from  the  Koran  to  be  used  as  a charm  in  amulets  For  a sick  patient,  he  gives 
a knotted  string  neckla  e or  writes  a charm  in  sacred  haracters  on  paper  or 
with  saffron-water  ou  a china  plate.  The  ink  or  saffron  'swashed  off  and  the 
water  is  drunk. 


Except  iu  towns,  where  t he  hazi  or  judge  does  the  duty  on  Friday*  and  fast 
days,  the  sermon.  khutlmh,  is  read  by  the  khatih  or  icacher.  The  • nice  is 
hereditary,  and  the  bolder  of  it  follows  some  calling  <>r  \ rofessiun. 


5»r,iie  jurzi'lahs  have  followers  only  in  a lew  villa-  •*.  some  in  all  pat*  of 
Gujarat,  and  some  uot  only  in  Oujar.it,  but  in  places  far  distant  like  Mauritius 
and  N’aial.  in  Burma  and  in  Siugapnr.  \\'h'*n  a />ina>  ah  die*,  hi*  *«  n*  dis- 
tribute among  themselves  their  father’s  people,  assigning  to  ea«-h  son,  a -rudii 
number  of  households.  !•  sometimes  happens  that  for  a sum  of  imuiey  . »r  oil.er 
consideration  one  /arzulnh  makes  over  tit  another  t h*  - miuial  ehaige  ami  tin* 
in  . Hue  derived  from  a certain  number  ol  families. 


257.  Miisalmans  have  three  kinds  of  religious  buildings  : masjid  <>r  no-sque, 
. ....  idt/lui  where  id  or  festival  p raver*  are  *aM  and 

RtiiRious  ui  injjs.  imnmhadas  or  private  mourning  chapels  for  Miiahs. 
There  are  many  old  mosques  but  lew  new  ones  are  built,  owing  mainlv  to  warn 
of  funds.  To  meet  the  cost  of  repairs  lighting,  mnzavar's  pay,  h..-,.  most 
mos  pies  have,  some  <mall  cud  •wnients,  t he  rent  of  lands,  houses  <»r  shop*.  I lie*e 
funds  are  eiit»u*tod  to  a lew  men  of  family  and  position,  known  as  MutamHi. 
If  there  is  no  endowment,  the  e barges  are  met  by  e«  i greguiioii  Tin*  Jdgali 
used  oulv  by  <unifi»  is  generally  built,  outside  of  a «*  wn.  It.  eon*i*ts  ot  a 
oavenieiit  of  *toi»e  or  ••enient  raised  litre**  «»r  four  fee  above  the  lewl  o!  tin* 
• •’round.  Along  the  we*t  lacing  east  i*  a wall  with  a *mall  turret  at  ea  i end. 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  3 of  3 


